OE TTY 1" 0M 
SCRIPTURE DIRECTIONS + 


| | 1 
| ENCOURAGEMENTS 


3 T4: 


' Feeble Chriſtians. 


\ — | — 


THIAD EDITION 


[By DAN TATEL@E Xx 


Pſal. xxvii. 14. Wait on the Lord: be of good Courage, and 
be /hall ſtrengtben thine Heart: wait, I ſay, on the Lord. 


——_— 


SAX. 
IL 


| 
. 


L 3 D S : 


Printed by G. WRIGHT ; and may be had of all the Bookſellers 
in Town and Country, Price d. or 16, 6d. per Dozen. 


L ii! 


2888868888... 8822 282220 


PREFACE. 


T HTS very ſinall Piece was firſt 

publiſhed at the End of my FAITH= 
FUL AND WISE STEWARD ; in 
order that the Perſons who purchaſed 
that Piece, might have ſomething par- 
ticularly addreſſed to themſelves. In 
that view, it proved acceptable, and I 
hope, profitable too. It was afterwards, 
therefore, printed ſeparately, for the 


Benefit of the Poor; and, ſmall as it is, 


I have Reaſon to believe the Bleſſmg of 
a 2 God 


1 

God has accompanied the reading of it. 
This has encouraged me to gratify the 
Deſire of ſome Friends whom I ought 10 
reſpect, im permitting a Third Edition 
of it, in a fairer Letter, io ſee the 
Light. TI once thought to have tran- 


ſeribed the Copy, corrected the Style, 


and interſperſed conſiderable Enlarge- 
ments. But on farther Deliberation, 1 
have determmed to ſend it Abroad m 
its firſt familiar and ſimple Dreſs ; and 
even with thoſe Marks of Ruſticity 
upon it, which appeared in its firſt Pub- 


lication in 1766. As IT truſt it will 


till be found calculated to do. good, I 
recommend it to all the People of God, 
but eſpecially to the poor and the igno- 
rant, for whom it was at firſt deſigned, 
comforted by the Conſideration that © the 
Lord hath not deſpiſed the Day of ſmall 
Things.” May the Souls of all real 
Chriftians, of every Denomination, be 


daily 


1 
daily quickened more and more ! May 
their Graces daily advance, till they 
grow up to the © Meaſure of the Stature 
of the fulneſt of Chriſt,” AMEN. 


- Hirſt in 1 D. TAYLOR. 


July 4, 1777. 
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The WEAK CHRISTIAN 


Encouraged to wait upon God for Strength, with 
ſome Directions. ; 


HERE are two things of infinite im- 
portance for every human being, who 
wou'd not periſh eternally, to be 
practically and experimentally acquainted with, 
viz. converſion and growth in grace. The 
former; in order to be deliver'd trom endleſs 
woe; and the latter, in order that a perſon ac- 
quainted with the former, may glorify him 
who hath call'd him out of darkneſs into his mar- 
vellous light ; (a) that he may give a proof to 
others of his being thus call'd; and in order 
to have a more clear and ſatisfactory evidence 
of it, in his own mind. The former (conver- 
ſion) includes in it—humiliation for, and an 
entire turning of the heart trom, all known 
fin ; both ſin of the behaviour, of the tongue, 
of the thought, of the temper, and of the de- 


ſire ; both of omiſſion and commiſſion. *ﬀ=An 


humble acknowledgment and confeſſion of it, 
and a ſuing to God for pardoning mercy.F—A 
believing or truſting, wholly in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, or what he has done for otherwiſe loſt 
ſinners, in order to attain and enjoy this par- 
don. And an intire giving up of the heart 
to God, in every known duty, 1. e. with a re- 
ſolute determination thro* grace to perform 
them; ſo as no longer to conſult my own 

A 4 5 


(a) 1 Pet. ii. 9. * Pfalmcxix. 3. 1 John iii. * 
Ezek. xviil. > of xx. 13. Þ Prov. Jenn 3 Late 
xriii. 11—15. 1 John, 1.9, 10. F Adqts xii. 38, 39. 
Ron. iii, 25, 26. 
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will, eaſe, or ſccular intereſt; no longer to aſk 
what is cuſtomary or faſhionable; not doing 


ſome, and neglecting ether, known commands; 


not obſerving v hat I call great, and neglefting 


what 7 call little, but in all things, at all times, 


to ſay, Lord what wouldſt thou have me do do?“ 
and when this is known, to haſten to the 


ee of it. Let the texts referred to 
e 


low, with multitudes of like import, be ex- 
amin'd, and it will appear ſufficiently plain, 
that nothing ſhort of this is that converſion 
without which there is no ſeeing the kingdom 
of God; and that whoever takes up with any 
work ſhort of this, whatever he has, 1s, or does, 
beſide, he is in the gall of bitterneſs and the bond 
of iniquity : and it he hopes to be happy here- 
after, while this work is not wrought in him, 
he is, by thoſe hopes, more ſecurely and effec- 
tually deluding his precious and immortal ſoul, 
and dreaming himſelf into everlaſting burnings. 

Should any one, already poſſeſt of the change 
ſuch a work implies, having already partook of 
the divine nature, ſolicitous to make ſpeedy 
advances, in the divine life, aſk, © How may I 
increaſe in the grace of God, and grow up into 
my living head Chrift Feſus in all things.“ Per- 
haps, of the many anſwers by way of direction 
which might be given, none is more ſimple, 
more direct, and better ſuited to the capacities 


of ail who aſk this queſtion, than that contained 
in the memorable words of the prophet Iſaiah. 8 


T hey 


Acts ix. 6. Þ 1 John, iii. 7—10. Luke xiv. 26, 33. 
Pl.caix. 5, 6, 35; 12, 8. FU. Al. zi. 
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C93 
They that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their 


ſtrength. The words imply, — that the yn 


to whom they directly belong, is already pol- 
ſeſt of ſome divine or ſpiritual ſtrengtbh; other- 
wiſe it wou'd have been ſaid the Lord ſhall give 
them ſtrength, rather than they ſhall reneto it. 
Nothing can be renew'd, which does not firſt 
cxiſt. That there is a deſire, as well as ne- 
ceſſity of this ſtrength being renew'd ; not 
only becauſe to deſire this, is natural to ſuch 
as partake of divine grace in reality, but alſo 
becauſe otherwiſe the direction here given, 


would be unneceſſary and in vain ; which can't 


be ſaid of any word of God. —*Tis ſtrongly 
implied, 3dly, that none but the bleſſed God, 
the author of this ſtrength is able to increaſe 
it. This concurs with many other ſcriptures, 
to teach us, that, not ourſelves, but the 
Lord, is as well the finiſher as the author, both 
of faith and every other grace; and is there- 
fore with peculiar emphaſis ſtiled, the God of 
all grace. Athly, We are here taught too, 

that we have no reaſon to expect ſtrength from 
God, without waiting upon him for it. If then 
our ſouls are weak, we may expect they ſhall 
continue ſo, while we are negligent. in this 
work. It may be rephed, and it will readily. 
be granted, that the word renew; moſt naturally 
implies that the ſtrength of the perſon for 
whom theſe words are written, is in ſome mea-- 
ſure decayed: A perſon may increaſe in 


ſtrength who is ſtrong already, and whoſe 


A 5 ſtrength | 
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ſtrength hath not ſuffered any decay; but then 
he is not ſaid to renew, but to increaſe his 
ſtrength. The words therefore may moſt di- 
rectly be applied to thoſe, who conſcious that 
their faith, hope, love to God, his word, ways, 
and people, and their other graces have for- 


merly been more ſtrong, lively, and active than 


they net are, cry, O that I were as in months 


paſt ! Let I think it muſt be granted alſo, 


that thoſe who are acquainted with the life of 
godlineſs, tho* not ſenſible of any ſuch decay 
as that now mention'd, are yet conſtrained to 
own, even from daily experience, that their 
minds often grow too dead and dull, as to the 
lively exerciſe of their graces ; and that this is 


commonly, if not always, moſt effectually and 


ſenſibly remov'd, by waiting upon God in his 
public or private ordinances. And I may 
further add, I ſuppoſe *twill be allow'd by all, 
that whatever means are likely to be effectual 
to the renewal of ſtrength when decay'd, are 
as likely to be effeCtual to the increaſe of that 
ſtrength, tho* not decayed. Theſe things ob- 
ſerved, and the truth of them taken for grant- 
ed, I proceed to enlarge a little on the words, 
with a latitude which may extend to the raiſing 
up again of the decay'd foul, —to the daily 
quickening of the ſoul in faith, life, and love, 
— and to the increaſe of grace in any of God's 
dear people, who deſire to obey their bleſſed 
Saviour's. command, to grow in grace, f and 

| to 


* Job xxix. 2. + 2 Pet. iii. 18. 
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be ſtrong in the grace which is in Chriſt Jeſus.“ 


Wou'd any, wou'd all of theſe, not only be- 
lieve, but believe firmly, ſo as in all tribula- 
tion, adverſity or diſtreſs, oppoſition or temp- 
tation, from world, fleſh, or devil, or in any 
trials and afflictions more immediately from 
the unerring hand of the all- gracious and all- 
wiſe God? Wou'd they in every ſtate be able 
to hold themſelves faſt by God, and to enjoy 
perfect uninterrupted peace, by keeping their 
minds ſtayed on him ? Wou'd they not only 
pray in faith, but in full aſſurance of faith? 5 
Wou'd they not only love the Lord, but love 
him ardently, ſo that none in heaven or earth 
are able to ſteal away their affections from 
him? Wou'd they not only rejoice, but rejoice 
always; yea, be filPd with joy and peace in be- 
lieving ? Not only have a meaſure, but a large 
meaſure of every grace; not only partake, 
but partake /argely of every branch of: the 
chriſtian temper, every part of the divine na- 
ture? ꝓ Let them wait upon the Lord and 
they ſhall renew. or increaſe their ſtrength in 
all theſe reſpects, or any other which may be 
mention'd. I may endeavour. 

1ſt, To mention ſome of the ordinances in 
which we ſhou'd wait upon the Lord, and 
give. a word. or. two of advice concerning 
them.. | 

2d, Give a few general directions or ad- 
vices relating to them all. ; 

Firſt, 


*. Tim. ii. 1. + Iſai. wi. 3 {© Heb: .x. 22. 
3 8 Fit. L-4. | 


[- $8 =) 

Firſt, Prayer. That not only public 
and domeſtic, but alſo cloſet or private prayer,* 
is a duty, is ſo plain that J ſuppoſe it would 
be needleſs to attempt proof of it, to any who 
read and regard the bible. Prayer taken in 


the ſtricteſt ſenſe, as diſtinguiſhed from thoſe 
other addreſſes which a creature ought to pay 


to his God; ſuch as confeſſion, thankſgiving, 


adoration, ſelf-dedication to the Lord, &c. 
I fay, as diſtinguiſhed from theſe is no more 
than petitioning or aſking the divine being for 
thoſe bleſſings we ſtand in need of, and he has 
promiſed to give. But prayer taken in its 
largeſt ſenſe, includes all theſe, and every 
other addreſs to the Lord. It includes adora- 
tion of God, by mentioning with ſacred reve- 
rence, his glorious perfections, as that he is 


eternal, omnipotent, wiſe, holy, juſt, good, 


&c. and the proofs we have of his being poſ- 
ſeſt of them, whether from his word, or works; 
whether his works of creation, providence or 
grace; whether what he hath wrought tor us, 
or others, in former or later ages; whether 
what our eyes have ſeen or ears heard of. 
Confeſſion; of our meanneſs, as creatures 


form'd of duſt; our vileneſs, as ſinners ;— 


finners againſt our maker and preſerver, and 
him who hath heaped temporal and ſpiritual 
bleſſings on our heads; — ſinners in many re- 
ſpects, for many years. — Sinners too often, 
againſt light and knowledge, as well as againſt 
amazing goodneſs and love; ſinners both in 

” | heart 

* Mat. vi. 6. 
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heart and life; in deſire, intention and thought; 
and by indulging criminal tempers of various 
kinds. Here we ought to conſider the extent 
and ſpirituality of the divine law, the only 
infallible teſt of good and evil, and pray for 
enlightening, humbling grace, that our hearts 
may be ſuitably affected with a ſenſe of the 
vile nature of our fins, and the aggravating 
circumſtances attending them. — Petition or 
mentioning and imploring what we deſire the 
Lord to bleſs us with. Whether deliverance 
from preſent or future evil in the world; whe- 
ther natural, as poverty, bodily afffictions, 
&c. moral, as every kind of fin; or, if not 
well perſuaded we are deliver'd, we have a- 
bundant need to pray without ceaſing, for de- 
liverance from wrath to come; praying for 
mercies temporal or ſpiritual, for ourſelves 
or others; whether our relatives, friends, 
neighbours, or acquaintance. Mankind in 
general; our kingdom in particular; and the 
ſeveral orders, with the mention or remem- 
brance (as time and other circumſtances ad- 
mit) of the ſeveral conditions, of thoſe we pray 
for. More particularly for all ſaints, and for 
Chriſt's miniſters, of every denomination, 
Thankſgiving for mercies temporal or ſpiri- 
tual, toourſelves or any others we know any 
thing of. Theſe are ſome of the parts of that 
prayer, in the practice whereof, we ought on 
proper occaſions with our voices, and continually 
with our hearts, to wait upon the Lord; and 
in doing which we ſhall renew our ſtrength. * 
2d 


E 


2dly. Reading and ' hearing the word is as 
ö plainly another part of that waiting upon the 7 
| Lord which the ſcripture calls us to. In read- ; 

| ing, let the plain and experimental parts be eſpe- 
v8 cially read, when we read /imply 2 r devotion, 
"1 and in order that our ſouls may be ſtrength- 
en'd, warm'd and quicken'd towards God. 
3 All who have capacity, not only may, but b 
4 onght to read the more difficult or contro- | 
* verted parts of ſcripture, and critically to | 
j examine their import ; but many are not qua- | 

| lify'd for this. Perhaps it would be better for f 


theſe at all times, and for others, at times ſet 
apart for devotion, to read thoſe which imme- 
diately, and without much thought or ſtudy, | 
open themſelves to the mind, and affect the g 
heart. Both in reading and hearing „pray for 
light from above, both that you may under- | 
ſtand the word and improve it to your | 
foul's advantage. Conſider what ſubject you ; 
read upon, or hear treated; is it ſome goſpel | 
truth; inquire. Do ] duly conſider the uſes | 
to be made of this truth, to humble, enliven, | 
comfort, or awaken my. ſoul, according to the | 
F tendency of it? Is it a command ? Think, | ; 
; Dol pay due regard to it? Am I not defici- | 
; ent, as to the principle from which, and the 
end to which, it ought to be perform'd ? ? Am | 
| 


I conſtant in it, forward to it, and hearty and 
j diligent in it, as I ought to be? Is it a pro- 
N miſe? Am I comforted by it, do I make con- 
tinual uſe of it to the end it is ſuited to an- 


| 
ig ſwer, with gratitude to him that gave it, as I 
| ought. 
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ought to do? Whatever we read or hear, thus 
applying it to our own conſoiences, whether 
we duly regard and improve it, to the end for 
which it was given, may tend, thro' a divine 
bleſſing, to the renewal or increaſe of our 


ftrength.=——As to hearing, more particularly 


take the following words of advice, added to 
what hath been ſaid on both. - 

1ſt, When coming to the houſe of God, la- 
bour, by ſerious and cloſe meditation and ear- 
neſt prayer, that a ſenſe of the glorious per- 
fections of that God whoſe word you hear, may 
be impreſſed on your mind. 2d, Labour 
by the ſame means to have a deep ſenſe of 


| what the ſcripture ſays concerning that worſhip 


which alone God will accept, viz. that per- 
form'd in ſpirit and in truth. — 3d, Always, 
when going to hear, inquire into the preſent 
wants of your ſouls, the greatneſs of theſe 
wants, the neceſſity and advantage of having 
them ſupplied from the God of all grace; and 
pray earneſtly to have them ſupplied. —— 4th, 
Meditate when going to God's houſe, on his 
all-ſufficiency and willingneſs to help—his 
promiſes that he will help, as recorded in his 
word,—and his faithfulneſs to fulfil thoſe pro- 


miſes; and plead theſe things with him in 


prayer for your own ſouls, that theſe promiſes 
may be fulfill'd to yu. th, Labour to have 
your mind compoſed, and wholly fixed on 
God ; and in order to this, watch carefully 
over your eyes, ears and tongue. Beware on 
what vou /cok, of what you /peak, and to what 

| you 
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you give ear, The eyes and ears are a kind 
of gates to the ſoul, and muſt be guarded, if 
we wou'd wait on God without diſtraction, 
Many bleſſings are loft in divine worſhip, by 
wand'ring thoughts; wand'ring thoughts are 
often the effect of wand'ring eyes; therefore 
keep a conſtant watch upon both eyes and 
thoughts, both before, in, and after hearing, 
Laſtly, As all your help comes from above, 
pray earneſtly that the Lord may prepare you 
for hearing, fix your mind, and bleſs you in 
hearing; and keep you after hearing from 
loſing the benefit of what you have heard. 


That you may not loſe the benefit of hearing, 


mind where youu come: remember you never 
heard the word, but the devil has a ſnare laid 
for you, to keep you if poſſible from profiting 
by it. That he may not here accompliſh his 
deſign, get into a private place as ſoon as poſ- 
fible, and meditate and pray over what you 
have heard. 

3dly. Wait upon God in contemplation, or 


meditation, on ſpiritual ſubjects. This ac- 


companied and mixt with what is call'd eja- 
culatory prayer, that is, often lifting up the 
heart to God, in ſhort requeſts and breathings, 


ſhou'd be our daily and continual work, as much 


as poſſible. In order to do this molt profita- 
bly, obſerve, 

| Iſt, It ſeems to me that contemplation or 
meditation, (at leaſt that work I now call ſo) 
may be faidto differ a little from ſtudy. Study 


is a fixing the mind upon a ſubje& with in- 


tenſeneſs, 


r 
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tenſeneſs, in order to have a clear and diſtinct 
knowledge of it, and of the ſeveral adjuncts or 
circumſtances relating to it, or neceſſarily con- 
nected with it: The contemplation I here re- 
commend, is a turning the ſubject I already 
know ſomething of, over in my mind, and 
applying it to myſelf, or my own perſonal 
concerns, in order to receive comfort, inſtruc- 
tion, reproof, direction, &c. from it, accord- 
ing to the nature of the ſubject, and my pre- 
ſent circumſtances. 

Obſ. 2d. Hence I think h meditation or 
contemplation may be ſaid to ſerve the ſame 
end to the ſoul, which digeſtion does to the 
body. We may be ſaid to take in our ſpiri- 
tual food by reading, hearing, &c. But it 
only yields real and proper nouriſhment to the 
foul, when thus accompanied by meditation 
and ſelf-application. 

Obſ. 3d. This duty can't be perform'd to 
real advantage, any more than others, without 
the aids and influences of the bleſſed ſpirit of 
God. I wou'd therefore give a word of ad- 
vice with regard to this. 1. Labour to have 
the mind fixed as much as poſſible on a ſpiri- 
tual ſubject. Don't think unneceſſarily on 
the things of time and. ſenſe. —In order to 
this, 2dly, Read every morning ſome portion 

of ſcripture, as ſoon as poſſible after riſing 
from bed, before other things croud into the 
mind; and take ſome particular verſe, ſen- 
rence, or clauſe, and fix it in the memory, 


that you may pray over it, and your thoughts 
may 
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may dwell upon it, in the manner, and for 
the ends above hinted at, in every vacant 
moment throughout the day, Tis not eaſy 
to expreſs, nor even to conceive, the uſeful- 
neſs of this practice, to any but thoſe who 
have made uſe of it. gd, Cry with earneſtneſs 
to the Lord, that he may both enlighten and 
enliven your ſoul by your meditation. Pray 
the Lord to teach you how far, and in what 
reſpects, the ſubject of your meditation be- 
longs to you; and how you may make the 


beſt uſe of it for your increaſe in knowledge, 


comfort, and holineſs. | 
Cou'd I here enlarge, I might give advice 


concerning waiting upon God 1n the ordinances 


or duties of faſting, ſelf examination, chriſtian 


conference in private meetings, the Lord's 
ſupper, &c. But I muſt conclude with a 
few general exhortations relating to all ordi- 


1. Attend to them conſtantly. How often 


are we called upon in the word of God, to 


pray without ceaſing; to pray always; + to 
pray every where ; & and to continue inſtant in 
prayer; I think the very leaſt that can be in- 
tended by ſuch expreſſions muſt be that we 
embrace and improve every opportunity for 
prayer. And the ſame with regard to other 
ordinances. Theſe are wiſdom's gates, at which 


they are bleſſed who wait daily ; || i. e. at every 
| opportunity, 


© The v. 17. + Luk, zvili.t. 1 Tim. 11.8, 
+ Rom. x11. 12, | Prov, viii. 34. 
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opportunity. And there are few periods in 
the lives of moſt perſons, but they may attend 
to one or another almoſt conſtantly, if duly 
watchful and diligent. We may often have 
an opportunity either for reading, hearing, 
prayer, converſation, or eſpecially ſelf- exami- 
nation, meditation, and ejaculatory prayer. 
This we may often attend to in buſineſs and 
company; as it appears Nehemiah could, 


even in the King's preſence.“ And by this 
means we ſhall imitate holy David, who not 


only waited on the Lord every day, but all the 
day. + Ever employ'd in one or another of 
theſe parts of ſpiritual work. Bleſſed are they 


ſaith the Lord, who watch at theſe gates, and 


wait at theſe door-poſts daily ; and one chief 
part of their bleſſedneſs is, hereby they grow in 
grace ; they renew ; they increaſe their ſpiritual 
ſtrength. 

2d. Wait on the Lord humbly. This is 
undoubtedly a time in which we ought to pay 


very particular regard to the repeated exhor- 


tations of ſcripture, to humble ourſelves be- 
fore God. & Nor can we be at a loſs for 
humbling conſiderations, if we ſeriouſly re- 
fleet on what we are as to our original; duft : 
how ſunk by ſin; ſo that we are not on! 

duſt, but vile, abominable, ſinful duſt : 
How often our ſins have been repeated, by 
vain thoughts, evil deſires, idle words, uſeleſs 


and even wicked actions. The privileges we 
have 


* Nehem, ii 4. + Pſal. xxv. 5. 5 See Jam. iv, 7, 10. 
1 Pet. v. 6, 


—— — — — — _ 


— ů OO 


— 1 . ² . ͤ EE. 


„ „ Ä „ — 164 ey 


* 
15 
4 1 
4 
1 


— 


32 
2 


r 
* 


N 


MEET oe 


= == 


2 — V4 2 2 — — 
= _—— — 1 2 - - 


==> 


_ — 


— 
1 
2 - - 
” _ 2 
_ — 
— 2 

— 


( 20 


have abuſed, the goodneſs we have ſlighted, 
and how little we have ſhewn forth the praiſes 
of him who of rich, unmerited grace, hath cal- 
led us out of darkneſs into his marvellous light. * 


Theſe conſiderations ſhould humble and affect 


our minds; and if we are ſo ſtupified as to 
remain {till unaffected and unhumbled, from 
theſe views of ourſelves, this ſhould be conſi- 
dered as an addition to them, and make us 
{till more to abbor ourſelves in duſt and aſhes. + 
Let theſe things then, and thoſe of the like 
nature, be, at a/l times, eſpecially when we 
come before God, fixed in our minds ; and 
whatever we wait for beſide, let our firſt, our 
conſtant prayer be, to be kept humble, and 
vile in our own eyes, on account of fin ; al- 
ways remembering that only ſuch as thus hum- 
ble themſelves ſhall be exalted. 

3d. Wait on the Lord with deſire and ex- 
pectation of a bleſſing from him. Too many 
alas! it is doubtful, go to ordinances with no 
ſuch view as this, eſpecially public ordinances. 


Perhaps they go to them becauſe *tis the cuſ- 


tom of their country or ye mage 
will ſuit for diverſion to paſs away a vacant 
or an idle hour,—in order to get the applauſe, 
or inſinuate themſelves into the affection, or 


. eſteem, of ſome other perſon, —or perhaps, 


in order to atone and make amends for, what 
they call worſe actions, and with many other 
ſuch ends in view. * 


„ Pet. fl. 9. + Job xlii.6. 6 Luk. iii. 14. 


+ 1 Pet. ii. 3. 


E 


All theſe perſons, alas for them ! give ſuf— 
ficient proof, that the ſtate of their fouls is 
indeed deplorable ; and, that living and dying 
in this ſtate, their end will be inconcervably 
miſerable ! On the contrary, let all who pre- 
tend to have taſted that the Lord is gracious, * 
and would increaſe in grace, take care not to 
go to any ordinance with any other deſign 
than the ſaints of old did; + viz. to wart for 
the Lord. Fox Him, that he may come by 
the power of his grace, and ſubdue their cor- 
ruptions, and ſtrengthen, revive, and quicken 
their ſouls. Thus waiting on the Lord, 
rhey ſhall renew, they ſhall increaſe their 
ſtrength. 

4thly. Therefore wait on the Lord confi- 
dently. Confidence in the Lord is every way 
conſiſtent with humility and ſelf-abaſement, 
from a ſenſe of ſin. And to perſons thus 
waiting for the Lord, the ſcripture gives abun- 
dant encouragement, thus to wait with confi- 
dence. In that infallible book, Zheſe ſouls are 
exhorted to be of good courage, and aſſured 
that the Lord hall ſtrengthen their heart in thus 
waiting upon him, & There, at once to direct 
and to encourage theſe fouls, the eternal Je- 
HOVAH vouchſafes to aſſure them, they Dall 
not be aſhamed who wait for me. F Shall not 
be aſhamed by being diſappointed. Thus 
then wait on the Lord, and you ſhall renew or 
increaſe your ſtrength, 


zthly 


* r Pet. ii. 9. + 1 See Pſal. xl. 1 Mic. vii. 7. { Pfal. 
xXVII. 14. XXV1, 24. 1 Iſai. xlix. 23. 
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gthly and laſtly. Mind where and upon 
what, this confidence is to be placed; upon 
JESUS CHRIST. Tis iz his name, not on 
our own account, or on account of any thing 
we door can do; but in his name, are we to 
aſk and to receive theſe bleſſings. Here in a 
ſpecial manner, we ſhould determine to know 
nothing, regard nothing, depend on nothing, 
but Feſus Chriſt and him ar 7 1 He is the 
only Mediator between a righteous God, and 
ſinful creatures, $ and 'tis only by and thro” 
him in this capacity, that we can enjoy acceſs 
to, or receive any bleſſing from, the God a- 
gainſt whom we have ſo grievoully offended. 4 
On him alone fix therefore the eye of faith con- 
tinually, in waiting upon God; and in ſo do- 
ing you ſhall rene or increaſe your ſtrength. 

From theſe few hints it were eaſy to ob- 
ſerve—1, One plain reaſon why ſo many pro- 
feſſors are ſo weak in grace; becauſe they 
wait fo little upon God—2. Why waiting on 
God is ſo little profitable to the ſouls of 
many. Is it not becauſe they are defective in, 
or pay not a due regard to, ſome of the things 
juſt now mentioned by way of direction? 
Examine and prove your own ſelves.— 3. The 
ſin and folly of thoſe who neglect them, or 


are 


„ Tohn xvi. 23, 24. + 1 Cor. ii, 2. {$1 Tim. ii. 5. 


1 Compare Rom. v. 2. Eph, ii, 13-22, With 


multitudes of other places, 


A: 


are careleſs and trifling in them. Theſe evi- 
dently fin againſt God, by neglecting their own 
mercies.— 4. The abundant encouragement the 
weakeſt may take, who applies to God for 
ſtrength in and by Feſus Chriſt. Let theſe 
know for their comfort, they ſhall not be /ent 
empty away. Only let them come conſtantly 
and boldly to the throne of grace, and they fhall 
find mercy, and grace to help in time of need, 
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